
[From CWA’s President]

Strength in the Ability to Create

Recently, I was reminded of a pseudo-Latin phrase 
one of my professors used to say, “Illegitimus non 
Carborundom” – don’t let the bastards grind you 
down!  Whether it’s using a new material, using 
a traditional material in a new way, or simply 
responding to an innovative idea, resistance can be quite disheartening.  
Especially with the realization that so much of what we are taught and the 
technology that we use endorses and encourages homogeny.  What has 
happened to our creativity?  

Creativeness stems from our imagination. Imagination leads us to 
possibility and possibility is where architecture begins.  We as architects 
have a strength in the ability to create.  I’m not talking about the physicality 
of a built response, although that is of course valid, but rather the ability 
to simply create value.  We demonstrate our worth through a commitment 
to empowering our clients.  Free from the confines of internal limitations, 
the process begins with imagination as we place ourselves in the position 
of the client or user. 

Imagination leads to inventiveness, challenging what we have learned in 
the production of uniformity, causing us to seek out other resources and 
question the idea of standardization.

At a time when I sometimes find myself exhausted from having the most 
ridiculous of arguments that stem from a lack of desire from others to take 
a little more care in stepping outside of the box, I remain convinced that 
the resolution lies not in limiting our inventiveness but in cultivating our 
creativity.

It is with this thought of cultivation that I invite you all to attend this year’s 
Annual CWA Spring Brunch at Saltaus, located at 1350 West Randolph.  
At a time when most urban lounges are focusing on fanciful thematics, 
Saltaus takes a sleek minimalist approach with its clean Zen inspired 
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[noun]      source of inspiration

[Save the Date] 
Nanako Umemoto is a principal at Reiser 
+ Umemoto RUR Architecture, an architectural 
firm whose work has ranged from furniture to 
architecture to landscape and infrastructure.  
According to the firm’s website, “the firm 
approaches each project as the continuation of an 
ongoing inquiry, delving into relationships among 
architecture, territory and systems of distribution.  
By working on projects of varying scales, from 
the architectural to the regional, the firm has 
developed flexible strategies and techniques that 
seek open structures that are now ossified and to 
integrate domains that historically have been kept 
apart.”

Reiser + Umemoto’s work has won many awards, including an AIA Award, 
a PA Award, and the Daimler/Chrysler Design Award in 1999.  They have 
lectured widely, and exhibited internationally, including the 2000 Venice 
Biennale, the Pompidou Center in Paris, the Institute of Contemporary Art 
in Philadelphia, the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, and the Toyota 
Museum in Japan, among others.
(Adapted and excerpted from www.resier-umemoto.com)

 

interiors and exterior Japanese garden.  The neutral color palette is set off 
by a linear bar top made of Venetian marble that, when lit from below, 
sets off an ethereal glow.  Tongue and groove bamboo flooring wraps the 
main partition wall at the first floor, appearing to float above the white oak 
hardwoods.  Moving up to the second floor Ling Lounge, designed by Karly 
Yang -one of the owners as well as the interior designer- nature is brought 
in from the outside.  Tree limbs are reflected onto white walls, contrasted 
with framed views of the City skyline.  Boasting “easy urban cuisine with a 
Mediterranean and Asian flair,” this year’s event will take place at Saltaus, 
which comes across as an essential, nature-inspired fine art gallery.  

Speaking at this year’s engagement is Carol Crandall, of Crandall Ritzu 
Architects. Carol, a past-president of CWA, will be presenting “The Personal 
and the Professional.”  She states: Architecture is a result of human desire.  
This simple truth is at the core of all of our work. Understanding the source 
and intensity of a client’s desire is our primary indication of the potential of 
every project. We seek to match this to our desire to engage our hearts and 
minds through our skill, and to bring forth a built response that completely 
satisfies the needs and exceeds the expectations that this fundamental 
desire awakens in our clients.

Prepare yourselves to be inspired by the experience, as she shares her 
trials, triumphs and the value she has created through the built expression 
of her work.

Creativity enables us to use our imagination, outside of the constraints of 
uniformity, in innovative and revolutionary ways.

Challenge the profession.  

Release your imagination.  

Our strength exists in the ability to create,
Meggan 

CWA Annual Spring Scholarship Brunch  04.29.07

Sunday, April 29
11 - 2pm
Saltaus
1350 W Randolph St 
      
Guest Speaker: 
Carol Crandall, Crandall Ritzu Architects

$50 CWA 
$65 Non-Members
$35 Students
All donations benefit the CWA Scholarship Fund

Spring 2007 Lecture Series: Nanako Umemoto  05.19.07

Saturday, May 19 at 2pm
The Museum of Contemporary Art, Theater
220 East Chicago Avenue

Admission is free. There is a $3.00 service charge for phone and website reservations. 
Call 312.397.4010.
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